
December 2020 Fern Tree Community Association NEWSLETTER

Thanks to Andrew Wilkie MHR for assistance in printing this community newsletter 

Fern Tree Community Association Inc., 8 Stephenson Place, Fern Tree. GST Registered. ABN 88 577 475 907.  

The Fern Tree Community Association is a non-profit group set up to serve and represent the community of Fern 

Tree. Meetings that are open to all residents elect a committee each year to conduct the association’s business. 

Address all correspondence to: The Secretary, Fern Tree Community Association, 8 Stephenson Pl, Fern Tree, 7054 

or email secretary@ferntree.tas.au. Community website: ferntree.tas.au 

Upcoming Events 

Fern Tree Tavern 

The Fern Tree Tavern is open  
7 days a week from 10:30am.

Meals are available to eat in 
7 days, or order online for 
pickup from Wed to Sat. 

We have a great selection of 
local beers, wines and spirits. 

For details / bookings / orders, 
visit 

www.ferntreetavern.com.au 
or call 62391171 

Events will go ahead subject to COVID-19 restrictions. For last minute updates, refer 
to the FTCA website: http://ferntree.tas.au or check our Facebook page.

Christmas Carols 

Saturday 12 December 
7 pm to 8.30 pm 

Community Centre 
(singing starts 7.30pm) 

Community Centre 
Working Bee 

Sunday 6 December 
From 9 am to 1pm 

Playgroup 

Wednesdays 
9:30 to 11:30 am 

Community Centre 
Nadirah 0400 950 441 

Bushcare 
Fern Tree Bushcare group meets on the 
second Sunday of each month, Feb – Nov.  
Fern Tree Bushcare activities will resume at 
the regular timeslot from Sunday 14th Feb-
ruary 2021, 10 am – 12:30 pm. Meeting 
place to be confirmed.  

Because of COVID restrictions on numbers, 
volunteers must register first, via the Hobart 
City Council website:  
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Events-and-
activities/Bushcare/. Please do not attend 
unless you have registered. 
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Christmas Carols 
Saturday 12th December 2020, 

7 pm to 8:30 pm 
at the Fern Tree Community Centre 

(singing starts at 7:30 pm)   

If the weather is suitable, this will be the community’s first 
opportunity to experience the new outside deck at the Fern Tree hall. 
Bring a fold up chair, picnic rug or blanket, as the deck may not be 
able to accommodate everyone (additional seating is available on the 

lawn below it). 
In case of bad weather, the carols will be held inside, with limited 

seating capacity according to COVID-safe rules.  

Families with small children are invited to come early, as:  
Santa will make a special appearance between 7 and 7:30 pm 

All residents and friends are welcome to join and sing carols together. 

Enquiries to: Dave McNamara davemcnamaramusic@gmail.com 
or 0400532326

Community Hall Working Bee 
A working bee is planned for Sunday, 6th December. Please come along any time 
between 9 am and 1 pm if you can help. We will be mounting the last of the historic 
signs on the veranda and doing general weeding and tidying of the grounds to com-
plement the beautiful new deck and landscaping. All welcome. Please bring suitable 
work gloves.  
Contact Bec Johnson text 0407 391961 or email beccannell@hotmail.com 

http://www.ferntreetavern.com.au
http://ferntree.tas.au/index.html
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Events-and-activities/Bushcare/
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Events-and-activities/Bushcare/
mailto:davemcnamaramusic@gmail.com
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FTCA ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

The 2020 FTCA AGM was held on Wednes-
day 23rd September at 7.30 pm at the Commu-
nity Centre. The AGM was well attended, 
with approximately 40 participants. Key busi-
ness conducted at the AGM included the pass-
ing of a Special Resolution to be included in 
the FTCA constitution (as advertised in the 
last newsletter) and election of office bearers. 
The positions of President (Eric Cave), Vice 
President (Damon Binning) and Secretary 
(Rebecca Johnson) remain unchanged. De-
parting FTCA stalwarts Una and John Harbin-
son, and Bette and Dave Roberts were pre-
sented with well-deserved farewell gifts. 

We are grateful to Hobart Lord Mayor Anna 
Reynolds, John Fisher (HCC Bushland Man-
ager) and Louisa Carter (HCC Manager City 
Transport) who attended the AGM as guest 
speakers. The Lord Mayor provided an outline 
of investigations into the potential develop-
ment of the Hall’s Saddle quarry site to serve 
as a gateway to kunanyi/Mt Wellington. The 
Hall’s Saddle site could accommodate a car 
park for 285 cars, a shuttle bus drop off and 
pick-up point and access to walking and bike 

tracks. As the project would be entirely Coun-
cil-funded, ‘big ticket’ infrastructure items, 
such as toilets or a visitor centre would not be 
included. Also under discussion is a turning 
circle at the top of Pillinger Drive / Bracken 
Lane, to alleviate the traffic congestion expe-
rienced in this area at times of high visitation 
and associated negative effects on local 
resi-dents. For further information about 
the proposal, consult the HCC website.

Regarding the long-awaited bike lane on 
Huon Road, the AGM was informed that a 
tender for the construction of an uphill cycle 
lane at key pinch points has been let. 
Residents would have noticed the gradual 
roll-out of those works, which are 
anticipated to be complete by Christmas.  

SUCCESSFUL BOOK FAIR 
The recent Book Fair at the Community Cen-
tre was very successful, with the grand sum 
of $1,867 raised by FTCA. The association 
is grateful to the committee volunteers who 
helped to run it. It was a real team effort 
and very heartening to see that books are 
still being treasured. Many people donated 
books for the Fair, and on the day there 
were plenty of buyers – thank you all. 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the Fern Tree Community 
Some long-term Fern Tree residents have recently moved due to a change in life circum-
stances. These  people  have helped to shape and support our community quietly and con-
sistently over many years. In this space, the FTCA wishes to acknowledge and highlight 
their outstanding services to the community. 

The FTCA is grateful to JOHN HARBINSON who has worked tirelessly for the communi-
ty since 1975. John served as 2nd officer in the FT Fire Brigade for 25 years and saw plenty 
of action in his time. He was a Committee member and Public Officer for many years, 
including two separate spells as President. John designed the playground works for
Westringia Park, which was completed by the Hobart City Council.  

In the months following the closing of the FT kindergarten, John planned, managed and led 
the small group of enthusiastic locals who transformed the Community Centre so it could 
become a building suitable for community and public use. This facilitated the hiring possi-
bilities which fund the maintenance costs of the building for the community.  

Over the years, John applied successfully for various grants for improvements to the Com-
munity Centre, and followed them up by leading the volunteer groups who worked on these 
projects, including the most recent landscaping / deck work.  

John and his wife Una have recently relocated to South Hobart. 
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FERN TREE FIRE BRIGADE NEWS 
New Officer Team 
Every 5 years, the TFS requires its volunteer brigades to hold an officer election. This was 
held recently at our brigade and the TFS Chief Officer has now confirmed the following of-
ficer appointments. 

Brigade Chief, Phil Sansom, former 2nd Officer; 35 yrs. service,  
2nd Officer, Chris Wagstaff, former 3rd Officer; 26 yrs. service, 
3rd Officer, Nick Barta, former Leading Firefighter; 21 yrs. service, 
4th Officer Matt Calic, former Senior Firefighter; 8 yrs. service. 

Congratulations to the above for their election to the Brigade leadership team. We and all 
other Brigade members look forward to continuing serving you. 
Two former long serving Brigade officers, Brigade Chief Garry Sullivan AFSM and 4th Of-
ficer Terry Gill AFSM did not seek re-election. I thank them for their 40 and 43 years of ser-
vice respectively to date. Their expertise and experience will not be lost to us, as both are 
continuing with important roles within the Brigade. 

Brigade “Christmas Eve Lolly Run” 
Unfortunately, the traditional Christmas Eve lolly run covering the Brigade’s response area 
will no longer be held. Based on public safety concerns, TFS senior management has directed 
that all its brigades must cease conducting this type of event. As a Brigade, we understand the 
disappointment that our community’s younger folk will feel by the cancellation.  So, in its 
place we will trial having a lolly distribution for children attending the Fern Tree Carols by 
Candlelight and the Ridgeway community’s end of year family event. 
We thank our community for its support and positive feedback, over the last 25+ years that 
we have held the “Lolly Run”. 

Bushfire Ready Neighbourhoods (BRN) 
Already this spring, 5 of the 13 BRN’s facilitated by our brigade have already scheduled a 
neighbourhood meeting. The aim is to keep you up to date on information about being safe, 
living in our bushfire prone area and what this summer is expected to bring. 
Whether you are new to the area or a longer-term resident, please come along when your local 
co-ordinator invites your household to a meeting. 

75th Anniversary 
Our Brigade turns 75 in February 2021 and we are planning events to recognise this signifi-
cant milestone for the Brigade. For more on this, watch this space! 
Phil Sansom, Brigade Chief 

Bushfire Mitigation Measures Bill 
The Tasmanian Government is proposing to introduce a new legislative framework to support 
bushfire mitigation in Tasmania. The Bill has particular relevance for the Fern Tree communi-
ty for obvious reasons. 

While public submissions closed on 23 October 2020, seeking feedback on the Draft Bill 
is just the first step in the Government’s consultation plan. There will be further opportunities 
for the community to have their say on the proposed legislative framework. 

A webinar discussing the Bill was held by UTAS on 19 October 2020, with contributions from 
panellists Jan McDonald (Professor of Law, Tas Uni), David Bowman (Professor of 
Pyrogeography, Tas Uni), James Hattam (CEO of the Tas Land Conservancy), Phillipa 
McCormack (Lecturer in Law, Tas Uni). The recording is available for streaming. Go to 
University of Tasmania website / Events / ‘The Bushfire Mitigation Measures Bill 2020 – what 
does it mean for you?’  




