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Upcoming Events
Working Bee
Saturday 28th Mar
9am - 4pm
Community Centre
Bushcare
Sunday 29th Mar
10am
37 Summerleas Rd
Book Fair
Sunday 5th April
9am-3pm
Community Centre

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Wednesday 22nd April
7.30pm
Community Centre
Bushcare
Sunday 10th May
10am
78 Summerleas Rd
Bushcare
Sunday 14th June
10am
78 Summerleas Rd

Bushcare
Sunday 12th July
10am
Bottom of Clegg Rd
Yoga
Tuesdays
6-7pm (Flowga Studio)
Community Centre
Playgroup
Wednesdays
9am-12pm
At Community Centre

THANK YOU: At a r ecent wor king bee, we extended the display of old
wooden Mountain walking track signs on the outer face of the Community Centre. These historic routed wooden signs were donated by the Hobart
City Council several years ago, and some were mounted in 2017. A big thank
you to Bec Johnson, Alan Pegg and Christine Corbett, Alan Seddon, Ranger
Ben Masterman and Dicky Spalding.

Fern Tree Tavern
Lunch and Dinner Open 11.30am till late
Tuesday to Sunday
(closed Monday)

Fern Tree Bushcare group meets on the second Sunday of each
month from Feb-Nov (no April meeting this year). All residents invited
to join.
Contact Rob and Murielle, email bushcare@ferntree.tas.au
or ph 6239 1991
Thanks to Andrew Wilkie MHR for assistance in printing this community newsletter
Fern Tree Community Association Inc., 8 Stephenson Place, Fern Tree. GST Registered. ABN 88 577 475 907.
The Fern Tree Community Association is a non-profit group set up to serve and represent the community of Fern
Tree. Meetings that are open to all residents elect a committee each year to conduct the association’s business.
Address all correspondence to: The Secretary, Fern Tree Community Association, 8 Stephenson Pl, Fern Tree, 7054
or email secretary@ferntree.tas.au. Community website: ferntree.tas.au
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MAO’S LAST DANCER
Sunday 5th April
9am - 3pm

Fern Tree Community Centre
Plenty of books at amazingly low prices, Children’s books FREE
DONATIONS of BOOKS very welcome
EXCEPT please
NO magazines, periodicals, old textbooks or foreign language texts.
The yellow bin is already on the verandah at the Community Centre
and donations may be left in the bin at any time.
Enquries: 6239 1206 or email: secretary@ferntree.tas.au

FTCA ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Wednesday 22nd April, 7.30pm at the Community Centre

The meeting will include FTCA report, election of new Committee and the
passing of a Constitution SPECIAL RESOLUTION (see full details overleaf).
This will be followed by GUEST SPEAKER Leanne Minshull, Director of
The Australia Institute Tasmania (and Fern Tree resident) on the topic of the
Cable Car.
All Fern Tree residents are encouraged to come to the meeting and support
your Community Association. The Committee is looking for new members,
so please consider volunteering: it is very rewarding. You will make new
friends, help the community and get to know your neighbours and your neighbourhood.
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL RESOLUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting of the Fern
Tree Committee Association (FTCA) to be held in the Community Centre on
22nd April 2020 at 7:30pm, the business of the meeting will include the following Special Resolution, proposed by the Committee of the Association
for consideration, and if thought fit, passing by the members in attendance
at the meeting.
SPECIAL RESOLUTION
“That the Constitution of the Fern Tree Community Association (FTCA) in
the form presented to the Annual General Meeting and initialed by the
Chairman of the Annual General Meeting be adopted as the Constitution of
the Association in substitution for and to the exclusion of the Association’s
existing Constitution.”
Explanatory Message to Members regarding the proposed Special
Resolution
The driver for an update to the Association’s Constitution came from the
modernisation of the Tasmanian Government Model Rules Regulations
[reference: Associations Incorporation (Model Rules) Regulations 2017].
The major changes include use of electronic banking and electronic (email)
communication.
Changing the Constitution requires the acceptance of a special resolution at
a general meeting of the Association. To be passed it requires the support
of 75% of those present and eligible to vote.
Key parts of the existing Constitution that remain unchanged include the
basic objects and purposes of FTCA (ie why the Association exists) and the
geographical area from which residents are eligible to be members.
The proposed updated Constitution is available for perusal on the Association’s website

CONGRATULATIONS to the Tasmanian Australian of the Year, 2020
Many congratulations to Fern Tree resident Jess Melbourne-Thomas, who is the
Tasmanian Australian of the Year 2020. J ess, who was bor n and gr ew up in
Fern Tree, is a highly esteemed Marine, Antarctic and Climate Scientist. She continues the important work of studying marine socioecological systems in order to understand how they might respond to climate change. Following her University studies in
Tasmania and Oxford, Jess, together with her husband James and two little daughters, settled in Neika, not far from her proud parents Hazel and Ken, in Fern Tree.
Congratulations Jess, on adding this prestigious national and state honour to your
long list of awards and achievements!

NEWSLETTER Fern Tree Community Association

March 2020

‘A Child-safe and Accessible Community Centre’

Your Community Centre is being improved and we’d like your help!

WORKING BEE - SATURDAY 28th March 9am-4pm

We’re thrilled to have won a grant to make some improvements to the Fern Tree
Community Centre, namely a deck, some gabion walls, new bitumen and new fencing. We would like your help on Saturday 28th March, any time between 9am and
4pm, to clear fence-lines in preparation for new fencing, do some minor landscaping, cleaning up and cooking the BBQ. If you have one or more hours to give, please
come along. No exper ience is needed, just br ing some closed-toe shoes or boots,
gloves, sun protection, protective eye wear and enthusiasm. We will have some tools
available, but any additional picks, shovels and barrows will be helpful.
There will be a BBQ and drinks from 4pm onwards for all the volunteers.
More details will be available on the website. If you can help or you need more information, please contact David Loveridge at david_loveridge@yahoo.com
NB While the work is aimed at making the Community Centre safer for children, on
the day of the working bee, the Community Centre will be a construction site please leave your children at home.

FTCA Treasurer position: At the Annual General Meeting in April 2019 Dave

Roberts, who has been the Treasurer of the Community Association for 15 years,
tendered his resignation from the Committee due to his move to South Hobart. However, as there were no nominations for the position Dave agreed to act as Treasurer
until a replacement could be found. He will not be able to continue acting in the position beyond the end of this month, and therefore our Community Association is in
urgent need of a new Treasurer.
Ideally, the person would have some knowledge of basic financial principles, but
most of the hard work is handled by MYOB which is made available to the holder of
the position. This is a good way to get experience in financial management with the
support of an active committee. Dave has also agreed to provide training and support with the hand-over of the position.
The Treasurer also needs to be on the FTCA Committee and to attend
the friendly monthly committee meetings (7.30pm Tuesday), occasional callouts in
Fern Tree, and a few hours work each week.
Please reply by email to beccannell@hotmail.com

FTCA Newsletter position: the current Editor has held the position for some

years and is no longer able to continue in the role, so the FTCA is urgently seeking a
Fern Tree resident to take on this job. Newsletters are issued only 3 or 4 times annually, according to local events, so it is not a constant task, although it is very important that the person should be on the committee and attend the monthly meetings
to know what is happening. The task involves collating items, collaborating with the
layout person, then photocopying and passing the bundles to the delivery team.
Over many years the newsletter has proved to be a useful community information
source and the outgoing editor is very hopeful that a Fern Tree resident will volunteer to take up the task.
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Thank you : The Community Association wishes to expr ess its sincer e
thanks for many years of support from Dave Roberts, the retiring Treasurer. Dave joined the Committee in the mid 1990s, becoming Public Officer in
2000 and Treasurer in 2004, establishing the online booking system and taking on the role of Booking Officer when the FTGeneral Store closed. He also
was deeply involved with John Harbinson in a number of important improvements to the Community Centre including the installation of the outside
lights, the electric heaters and the sound system. His assistance in keeping
our finances in order and ensuring the smooth operation of the Community
Centre is greatly appreciated. Bette, his wife, has been supportive in countless ways over the years. Through our shared commitments we have forged
friendships and lifelong connections, and all members of the Committee wish
Dave and Bette well in their new home further down the mountain.
FTCA Carols report: The 2019 Chr istmas Car ols wer e most successful a huge thank you to Dave McNamara for co-ordinating the event so expertly.
Thanks also to Greg and Greg for sound production, to St Raphael's congregation for supper, and to all who assisted with the setting up and putting away
afterwards.

Playgroup

Wednesdays 9am - 12pm
at Fern Tree Community Centre
Contact Nadirah: 0400 950 441

YOGA

at Fern Tree Community Centre
On Tuesdays from 6-7pm
A fusion of Vinyasa, Yin and Yoga Nidra:
energizing, fun, invigorating and relaxing.
All levels of experience are welcome.
$20 for 2 sessions or $5 for students.
Mats and props are available.
Bring your own water bottle and mat if you have one.

For details, contact Sharon at
sharonandmartin@flowgastudio.com.au
or phone 0417 160 272
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Fern Tree Fire Brigade News
FUEL REDUCTION

The best means of disposal of unwanted vegetation on your land, to reduce fuel and
lower your bushfire risk, is to take it to the HCC tip for composting.
To undertake fuel reduction on your property by burning, you must obtain a Tasmania Fire Service Fire Permit in advance of when you wish to burn.. To contact your
local Permit Officer, call the TFS on 1800 000 699 and follow the prompts. If you
don’t have a permit and your fire escapes, you will be liable for the costs of firefighting and any damage caused.
Once you have arranged with a Permit Officer to make an on-site assessment of
your proposed burn and issue you with a permit, the next step is for you to register
that permit before you light up, again by ringing 1800 000 699.
Earlier this summer a new arrival in Fern Tree asked their neighbour what the process was for burning outdoors. The advice given was along the lines of “just go for
it”. As the fire was unregistered, when it was reported to the fire service on 000 by
a third party, an unnecessary response by the Brigade was initiated. Year round
registering your fire, regardless of its size, is essential to avoid this situation.

MAINLAND & LOCAL DEPLOYMENTS

So far this summer 4 members of your local Brigade have been chosen to be part of
TFS task forces to SE Queensland and to the Monaro region of NSW. In each case
this has been a valuable personal experience for each member and contributed to the
Brigade’s collective knowledge.
Around the Southern Region, your Brigade has also been responded, to the recent
Glenlusk, Swansea and Pelham wildfires.
BUSHFIRE READY NEIGHBOURHOODS
Our Brigade continues to facilitate the BRN program to about 323 houses in 13
neighbourhood groups across our primary response area and I thank each neighbourhood co-coordinator for their ongoing involvement.
In a few neighbourhoods this summer it was disappointing there was a very low
participation rate by households. Given we all live in a bushfire prone area, we need
to maintain our awareness and have a plan for what to do on any day when the
bushfire risk is heightened. So if you are a new arrival or even a long term resident,
please be involved and keep up to date on how to PREPARE ACT SURVIVE.
Stay safe, as the bushfire danger period has not yet passed.
Garry Sullivan AFSM
Brigade Chief

Bushfire Relief Fund

Your Association has made a donation of $1,000 to the Red Cross to assist those
affected by this Summer’s terrible bushfires. Fern Tree was helped after the 1967
fires and the Committee agreed that we should reciprocate as a community as well as
individually.

