
November 2021 Fern Tree Community Association NEWSLETTER 

Thanks to Andrew Wilkie MHR for assistance in printing this community newsletter 

Fern Tree Community Association Inc., 8 Stephenson Place, Fern Tree. GST Registered. ABN 88 577 475 907.  

The Fern Tree Community Association is a non-profit group set up to serve and represent the community of Fern 

Tree. Meetings that are open to all residents elect a committee each year to conduct the association’s business. 

Address all correspondence to: The Secretary, Fern Tree Community Association, 8 Stephenson Pl, Fern Tree, 7054 

or email secretary@ferntree.tas.au. Community website: ferntree.tas.au 

Upcoming Events 

Fern Tree Tavern 

The Fern Tree Tavern is open 7 
days a week from 10:30am 

Meals are available to eat in 7 
days, or order online for pickup 

from Wed to Sat. 

We have a great selection of 

local beers, wines and spirits

For details / bookings / orders, 
visit www.ferntreetavern.com.au 

or call 62391171 

Events will go ahead subject to COVID-19 restrictions. For last minute updates, refer 
to the FTCA website: http://ferntree.tas.au/index.html or check our Facebook page. 

Christmas Carols 

Saturday 11 December 
7 pm to 8.30 pm 

Community Centre 
(singing starts 7.30pm) 

Bushcare 
Sunday 13th February 2022 

Sunday 13th March 2022 

From 10am to 12.30pm 
Followed by picnic lunch 

 Community Mat Pilates classes at the Fern Tree
Hall, Thursdays 5:30 to 6:30 pm

 Private and duet equipment classes at Fern Tree
in lovely bush setting

Contact carrie@wildislepilates.com.au 

Playgroup 
Currently we are taking a 

summer break 

Resuming 27th Jan2022 

Thursdays 
9:30 to 11:30 am 

Contact 
Nadirah 0400 950 441 
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Christmas Carols 
thSaturday 11 December 2021 

7 pm to 8:30 pm 
at the Fern Tree Community Centre 

(singing starts at 7:30 pm) 

If the weather is suitable, carols will be held in the area outside the 
community centre. Bring a fold up chair, picnic rug or blanket, as the 
deck may not be able to accommodate everyone (additional seating is 
available on the lawn below it). 

In case of bad weather, the carols will be held inside, with limited 
seating capacity according to COVID-safe rules (currently the maxi-
mum number of people allowed in the hall is 45 but please check the 
Fern Tree Community Centre webpage for updates). 
Families with small children are invited to come early, as:  
Santa will make a special appearance between 7 and 7:30 pm 
All residents and friends are welcome to join and sing carols together. 

Enquiries to:  president@ferntree.tas.au 

Responsible cat ownership in Fern Tree 
Report from Information session held on 14 September 2021 

With the introduction of new legislation in March 2022, all cats will need to be mi-
crochipped and desexed, except for those kept by registered cat breeders. A panel 
spoke at our September FTCA public meeting on issues surrounding cats in general 
in Hobart. It was a very balanced and informative discussion about how to control
our cats and protect our native wildlife. Speakers from Council and the Ten Lives 
Cat Centre addressed a broad range of concerns relevant to cat owners and others. 
For more information on the coming cat legislation or any related issue, refer to 
the website tassiecat.com or contact the Hobart's City Council’s cat management 
officer. 
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FOXGLOVE 
Foxglove may be pretty for a few short weeks, but for the rest of the year you and your 
neighbours may regret the loss of lawn and open understorey. A colony of foxglove will 
double in size every year. Because our winters have been milder and because bumble bees 
cross-pollinate it, the spread of foxglove has accelerated over the last few years. 

Your lawn provides feed for native marsupials including Eastern barred bandicoots, native 
insects and native insectivorous birds. Foxglove is toxic; it provides food for the introduced 
bumble bee and nothing else. Bumble bees are not good – they contribute to loss of native 
biodiversity because they steal pollen from native plants without cross-pollinating: 
https://invasives.org.au/blog/tasmanian-bumblebee-decision-defies-the-evidence/ 
Foxglove is not a declared weed, mainly because the invasive species unit of DPIPWE is 
under-resourced. Nevertheless this is one of the fastest-moving weeds in Tasmania. Each 
foxglove stalk can produce 10,000 tiny seeds which can travel far with soil, wind and water. 

How to control Foxglove 
The most important step is to recognise the outliers and single plants and catch it early be-
fore it becomes a colony. 

Hand weeding – minimise soil disturbance. Using a trowel or knife, cut the core root out of 
the ground. If it’s a big one, you can leave behind the fine roots to reduce soil disturbance. 
If the root breaks off or if you brushcut the plant, it will grow back with lots of flower stalks 
instead of just the one. 
Knock the soil off the roots and leave the plant high and dry or it won’t die. 
If the flower buds are young, strip them off the stalk with a quick upwards sweep along the 
stem. If the flowers are advanced (i.e. after January) the flower stalk needs to go in the bin 
or be burned. Otherwise, even if the plant dies it will still produce fertile seed. Don’t shake 
it around or the tiny fine seeds will rain out.  
Don’t disturb the soil! Protect your grass, buzzies, fireweed, bracken - they all shield the 
ground from foxglove seeds. Any bare or disturbed ground is likely to regrow with fox-
glove seedlings because they are so competitive.  

So your neighbour has masses of foxglove? 
Don’t despair and don’t give up. If you keep an intact layer of grass, leaf litter or ground 
cover, and if you get on top of it, and spend five minutes every week pulling out seedlings, 
you can keep ahead of the tide. 

Herbicide? 
Herbicide used correctly creates far less environmental impact than leaving a highly inva-
sive, toxic weed to develop a monoculture. There are experienced, professional environ-
mental weeds contractors who can use herbicide effectively with minimal off-target dam-
age. 
- Bec Johnson

Bushcare 
Fern Tree Bushcare group is on its summer break but will start meeting again in February. 
Bushcare activities will resume at the regular timeslot (second Sunday of each month) from 
Sunday 13th February 2022, 10 am – 12:30 pm. Meeting place to be confirmed. 

New members should email the Bushcare team at bushcare@hobartcity.com.au before at-
tending. 
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FERN TREE FIRE BRIGADE NEWS 
New Brigade Members: Recently we welcomed local residents Aimee Bliss,
Stephen Geason, Jonathan Partridge and Kim Robinson as probationary firefighters. 
Currently under-going their basic training, the aim is to have them “truck ready” by the end of 
the year. 

Brigade “Children’s Lolly Drop”: We will have a lolly distribution for local children at the 
Fern Tree Carols by Candlelight on Saturday 11 December 2021. We will do the same at 
Ridgeway’s end of year family BBQ on Friday 17 December. 

A New Bushfire Ready Neighbourhood (BRN): For  Fern Tree’s Kingsborough residents, 
with addresses on the gravel section of Summerleas Road (No’s 793-6360), we will be hold-
ing a meeting in your area shortly. An invitation to attend will be in your letterbox soon. 

For the other 13 BRN’s our Brigade facilitates, expect contact from your neighbourhood 
co-ordinator soon, with a meeting date.  

Whether you are new to the area or a longer term resident, please come along when your local 
co-ordinator invites your household to a meeting, 

I must take this opportunity to thank L/FF Terry Gill AFSM.  He has facilitated this 
TFS  program for the last 26 years since its inception. As he approaches 45 years of service to 
the Brigade and its community, at this summer’s meetings he will be introducing you to our 
new BRN facilitators.  

Being Prepared for Summer: The advice is simple, go the TFS website 
www.fire.tas.cov.au  now and click on this front page button to: 

Remember if you choose to burn vegetation cleared to reduce your bushfire hazards, you must 
first register your burn with the TFS on 1800 000 699. 

New book “Fern Tree on Fire”: Currently being put together its expected release date is 
early 2022.  Containing recollections of Fern Tree before “Black Tuesday” 7 February 1967 
and personal experiences on that day, it provides a perspective of what it’s like to experience 
such a catastrophic event. This disaster changed Fern Tree forever.   

Stay safe this summer 

Phil Sansom, Brigade Chief 

SUCCESSFUL BOOK FAIR 
A successful Book Fair was held at the Community Centre in November. Lots of quality 
books changed hands on the day and a grand total of $1,120 was raised, which was 
especially encouraging given that the Fair was postponed from its original date due to
the snap COVID lock-down in October. All proceeds go to the FTCA and are utilised for 
projects like hall maintenance and improvement which benefit the whole community. 

The association is very grateful to the numerous committee volunteers who helped to run 
it, a real team effort – thank you all.  

A reminder (for next time): book fair patrons please do not use the Tavern car 
park! 
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